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What comes to mind when you hear the word “Missions”?  Jesus’ final command to His followers before ascending into heaven was, “Therefore, go and make disciples of all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And, surely, I am with you always to the very end of the age.”  (Matt. 28:19-20)  The thrust of “Missions” is the carrying out of this Great Commission.
Although there is a continual exposure to Missionaries throughout the entire year, February is the month we emphasize the idea of “Missions”.  Currently Fair Haven helps support around 30 Missionaries and organizations that are bringing the Good News of Jesus throughout the world.  It is important to continue to recognize and partner with those who have been specially called to bring the message of Salvation to Foreign Lands.

The theme for this year’s Missions Convention is Committed.  The three Missionaries that will be with us for this year’s convention are Jared & Boggie Dietrich, newly appointed Missionaries to Inner Mongolia, Bob & Rhonda Thomas, Missionaries to Ethiopia, and Doug & Joan Webber – Convoy of Hope, Europe.  Our Convention will end with our traditional “International” Pot-Luck Dinner.  We’re asking each family to bring a special food item to share that is representative of your particular ethnic heritage.  This has become a very special fellowship meal that highlights the Missions Convention.
This year we are trying something a little different for our Wednesday Night Service on February 22.  We are going to create a family experience for everyone to attend; men, women, boys and girls will ‘travel’ to Ethiopia to experience some of the culture of this African Nation.  There will be food, music, a craft, a mock plane ride (complete with Passport) to this foreign country where we will meet Missionaries Bob & Rhonda Thomas, who will tell us about their ministry and what God is doing.  It should prove to be a fun and educational night – I encourage you to join us!- 

Also, be praying and thinking about making a pledge to help support the Missions endeavors of the church.  As I mentioned, Fair Haven currently helps support about 30 Missionaries and Missions Organizations throughout the world.  Your faithful Missions giving is essential for Fair Haven to do its part in fulfilling Jesus’ Great Commission to go and make disciples of all Nations.
Blessing to you,

Pastor Gus Flaherty
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Sunday, February 26, 2012
“I’m Thinking Orange”

Pastor Al

Focus On This One Thing
So, let’s do a quick survey. If I asked you whether you would like your child or teenager to display any of the following characteristics, what would you say? Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Goodness, Kindness, Faithfulness, Gentleness.


Let me rephrase that: Is there anyone who doesn’t want to see these in their kids? I mean, come on, many of us pray for these things to be active in our child’s life. Why wouldn’t you? Kids who exhibit these things become adults who make outstanding spouses, parents, employees, bosses, and citizens.


Now, another list. Anyone interested in seeing these characteristics at work in their kids’ lives? Outburst of anger, hostility, quarrelling, jealousy, envy, drunkenness, dissension. Exactly. None of us. In fact, it’s a bit repulsive. You pray against these things, don’t you?


As some of you are realizing, this list isn’t random. In fact, it’s pulled directly from the Bible (Galatians 5:19-23). The two lists describe what happens when God is at work in us and when He’s not.


What has bothered me about this for years is that sometimes my life can look more like the second list, and less like the first. What gives? I’m a Christian. Shouldn’t my life automatically default to the better virtues? Shouldn’t some change follow? How come when I pray, things don’t change nearly as much as I want them to?


Well, I left out one of the virtues from the list. In addition to the Holy Spirit bringing love, joy, and more, He brings one other thing: self-control (It’s in vs. 23). For years, I thought self-control was such an odd addition to the list. You could almost frame the list and hang it somewhere prominent if it wasn’t for the word “self-control.”


But more recently I realized that it might be the most important virtue of all. Why? Because if I have self-control, everything else is so much easier. Self-control makes it easier to love. And to be gentle. And to keep peace. And to be kind. Being able to control yourself leads to fewer outbursts of anger, fewer quarrels and means you can stop drinking or not drink at all.


Remove self-control and both lists start to look either impossible to attain or impossible to avoid. Add self-control, and the whole thing flips. Which is maybe why one of the best things you can do for yourself, and your family, is to put more focus on the virtue of self-control.


What if every day you were more intentional about choosing to do something you didn’t want to and showing your kids how to do the same? What if every time you prayed, you also prayed for the virtue of self-control? In your child’s life, teen’s life, and your life, it might just change more than you think.

Highlights

For all parents 

Online Resources:  Make sure you check out resources that are available for you. Whether you’re a parent of a preschooler, an elementary age child, or a student, we have resources for you. Go to the church website (www.fairhavenag.org) and click on the “Family Ministries” tab. Then you will be able to choose between Waumba Land, UpStreet, and Ignite Student Ministries. We have added even more for the 2011-2012 school year.
Ignite Student Ministries
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1. Super Bowl Party: On Sunday, February 5th we will be having a Super Bowl party as part of our “Ignition” service. There will be games, food, door prizes and giveaways. The party will run from 5-10 pm. The cost is only $5 per student and covers everything.
2. Family Experience: On Sunday, February 12th as part of our “Ignition” service we will be having a “family experience” as we wrap up our series titled “Picture Perfect” that will run from 6-8 pm. We would like all parents of teenagers to attend this evening with their child. There will be a targeted message to both, along with some great discussion for your family. We hope that you can attend this targeted event.
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3. Help needed: We are currently looking for parents (or other adults) who would be willing to give one, two, or four weeks a month to help in our concession stand. With Youth Service now running from 5-8 pm on Sunday evenings, we would like to have food available for our students. If interested, please see Pastor Al.

UpStreet
1. Help needed: We are currently looking to add more staff to our UpStreet team. We are looking for storytellers and small group leaders. If you have any interest in either, see Pastor Al. We would love to give you a peek as to what goes on. 

Waumba Land
1. Take It Home Event: Our next “Take it Home” event will be coming on Sunday, February 19th following the morning service from 12-1 pm downstairs in the bullpen area. Again, this is for preschoolers and their parents. There will again be a pot-luck followed by a short teaching/activity. This month’s theme is family devotions. Please let Pastor Al know if you are planning to attend.  We are looking for every parent to bring a dish to share. 

GONE
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Are We Prepared?
Matthew 26:19 (NKJV) "So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover."


A fishing guide in Texas tells the story of two guys from another state, up north, that he honestly hopes he never hears from again. They called from home and scheduled two days of fishing on Fork Lake. They really wanted to fish this lake in the worst way. Now, since they were coming from the north country, you'd have thought that they would have checked the weather ahead of time or at least would have brought some warm clothes with them. They didn't. They were unprepared...and now on to the rest of the story. 


The day that they arrived at the dock it was about fourteen degrees. And the forecasted temperature was expected to rise to only twenty degrees! Not only that, the wind was already up to fifteen miles-an-hour with predictions of moving up to thirty-five miles-per-hour later in the day. Not a pleasant outlook by any sense of the word. The fishing guide asked them if they really wanted to go out on the lake. Their response: "Why not?  We're from the coldest part of the country anyway, we can handle it." 


So on to the lake they went. It was cold...and windy...and ...wet. Part way through the morning the guide noticed that one of the fishermen's lips were turning blue and he was shivering. "What are you wearing?" inquired the guide. The fellow's teeth chattered as he said, "Just this sweat suit with shorts underneath. I thought Texas would be warmer!" The guide ran the boat to the shore and sent both of them off to a nearby store to purchase some warmer clothes. The truth is, they should have never gone out in those conditions, and worse, they were not prepared. 


I really wonder sometimes if guys like this learn anything from their experiences. As we go through life we're supposed to change, grow, and profit from what happens to us. And that means being prepared as best as we can for what's ahead. Sure, there are situations that often take us by surprise, but more often than not, we can reduce the surprises by just being prepared. The Scriptures have much to say about being prepared by providing examples for us to search and explore. 


For example, Noah prepared the Ark before it began to rain. Sacrifices were prepared by the priests before being presented to the Lord. Offerings were likewise prepared before they were presented to God. The disciples were sent ahead to prepare the Upper Room to celebrate the Passover. And the Passover feast was prepared before Jesus sat and shared it with His disciples. And what about the parable Jesus told of the five wise and the five foolish virgins? The five wise were prepared and "took oil in their vessels with their lamps." But the foolish "took no oil with them" (Matt.25:3-4) and missed the entire wedding feast. 


But what about us? What are we prepared for? Are we prepared for a greater opposition to the gospel? Are we prepared for changes that will surely come? Are we prepared for a bountiful harvest of souls to meet the Lord in a relational way and attend our services? Are we prepared to defend the Scriptures against those who try to add elements to it or dilute its commands and teachings? 


As we travel through 2012, I believe these are relevant questions to be asking ourselves. Will you pray with me for direction, for strength, for vision, and for grace to undertake all of the obstacles yet to come? If you will, we will together, by God's grace, be prepared for anything.....


As far as taking extra warm clothes on a fishing trip, Jeff and I have a saying that we've used for years that has worked out very well. "You may take it, and not need it. But if you don't take it, you can't put it on......" . 

Blessings - Pastor Chuck
